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MEET THE MAKER

MODUSBOX IS SIMPLE, BUT HARDWORKING: a portable grill, fire pit, and griddle all in one. Remove 

the cover and fill the 12x18x6-inch stainless steel box with wood to make a fire pit on the beach. Add 

the grill grate to cook up burgers and veggies at your next tailgate. Reconfigure the lid as a griddle for 

pancakes and sausage on a camping trip, or the lid can act as a table-protecting base. It’s lightweight, 

has detachable handles, and comes packaged in a cedar wood crate that’s meant to be taken apart 

and used in the first fire—everything is streamlined, and nothing is wasted.

 It got its start at Modus Studio, an architecture firm Fayetteville, Arkansas, known for its sleek, 

modern, and hip building designs. As a team-building exercise, they hold internal product design 

contests four times a year.“

 “As architects, we’re used to listening to what our clients’ needs are and it’s nice for us to 

disconnect from the architecture part of things and create a useable product,” says Matt Poe, one of 

Modusbox’s creators. “We had the idea of developing something that everyone already has but that 

is design-worthy.”

 The original design went through several prototypes, each built at the firm’s adjoining metal 

and woodworking shop, where they create custom architectural elements like door handles, tables, 

and benches for their architecture clients. Every redesign helped streamline and refine the details, 

with a seamless and beautiful result. “Our prototype testing sometimes just ended up being an office 

cook-out!” says Poe. 

 They also tested the prototypes with different groups of people, who took the boxes hiking, 

fishing, and camping, as well as to tailgating parties and urban cookouts. The testers (mostly a robust 

group of outdoorsy types in the Ozarks), filled out a survey that helped Modus hone their design.

 Some of the test runs turned out to be much more: One tester went camping with a cohort of 

photographers to stage advertising photos; they loved the Modusbox so much that it was used as a 

prop. And Mo Elliott, founder of Fayettechill, a local eco-friendly outdoor clothing company, took the 

Modusbox on a six-month cross-country tour of the U.S. in a Mercedes sprinter van retrofitted with 

a kitchen, bed, and shower designed and fabricated by Modus. The 14,000-mile trip birthed plenty of 

feedback and ideas. The now-perfect box is currently for sale on Etsy. 

 modusstudio.com.

MODUSBOX

A Southern architecture firm is redefined the portable grill.
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